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Many of the European activities in Human Language Technologies are conducted in the framework of the programs sponsored by the European Commission. The present 5th Framework Program (FP5), has a Thematic Program on "Information Society Technologies", with a specific Key Action on "Human Language Technology". Other European Commission funded programs, coming to an end shortly, cover this area such as INCO and MLIS programs (see http://www.hltcentral.org/ for details). 

The European Commission and the European parliament have adopted in February 2001 the Proposal for the 6th Framework program (FP6) as the follow-up to the current FP5 Program, for the period 2002-2006. The field of Information Society Technologies (IST) is one of the main  priorities. Human Language Technologies will be part of what is known as "Knowledge Management and Multisensorial Interfaces".

Another program that touch on Human Language Technologies is the "eContent" program adopted by the European Council on the 22 December 2000, for a period covering the years 2001 to 2005. It aims at "Promoting European Digital Content on the Global Networks". The program, intended to stimulate the development, distribution and use of high-quality European digital content (e-content) on the global networks, consists of three action lines with action lines 1 and 2 related to: "Improving access to and expanding use of public sector information" (AL1) and "Enhancing content production in a multilingual and multicultural environment (AL2)".

Several projects selected in FP5-IST Calls, or in previous programs but being still active, are related to language resources and evaluation, both for the written and spoken language.  Among these projects we may quote some ones dealing with Language Resources such as: SpeechDat-Car (collection of 9 in-vehicle and mobile telephone network databases, 600 recording sessions each, http://www.speechdat.org/ ); SpeeCon (Language Resources for speech driven interfaces in consumer devices e.g. mobile telephones, TV-control sets, PDAs, car navigation kits (http://www.speecon.com/ ), Seneka (Speech control modules for Entertainment, Navigation and communication Equipment in Cars, http://www.seneca-project.de/); For evaluation, the CLASS project aims at promoting effective collaboration across and within EC project clusters, in particular about best practices in development and evaluation, and usability requirements and human factors. Within the European Language and Speech Network (ELSNET), activities are conducted on Language Resources and Evaluation aiming at establishing international cooperations in this area, inducing new experiments in those fields and playing a nursery role.

To upgrade the SpeechDat Family a new project is being launched for language resources collection from Mediterranean countries (several variants of Arabic, Hebrew, Cypriote Greek, Turkish). It is known as Orientel (more detail will be on http://www.orientel.org/). The SALA project has been extended (as SALA-II) to cover mobile telephone networks and more countries of Latin America, US & Canada.

Of course ELRA tries to play a major role in this framework, as a repository of language resources.

ELRA and other partners have set up a coordination project called ENABLER in order to harmonize the activities carried out at national levels (in particular within large national European programs, such as the Smartkom program in Germany, or the Italian and the Dutch national programs; Nine National Projects already exist supporting different activities in the field of LRs). The project aims at establishing a cooperative framework, by supporting links, establishing exchange mechanisms, fostering cooperation and interoperability of the results of National Projects and activities which, in a substantial subset of EU member countries, have recently been funded by relevant national authorities to provide LRs of different types for their respective languages.

Another major project in Europe is the Euromap project, launched as a follow-up of the well known HOPE project. HOPE is a knowledge building and dissemination project whose main goal is to raise awareness about the market readiness and potential benefits of Human Language Technologies (HLT) among appropriate market players in the information society. HOPE 2001 plan to achieve its goal by building a multi-component 'HLT-goes- to-market' knowledge package. This will provide an HLT knowledge resource and awareness raising service for all national and European wide organizations involved in R&D, technology funding, technology integration, marketplace creation and product differentiation, service value-add and policy implementation.

Several projects pointed out the need for coordinated evaluation activities in Human Language Technologies. It is considered as an important issue to allow for benchmarking of systems and products through resources produced/packaged for evaluation. Such evaluation should cover spoken language processing (speech recognition and understanding, voice dictation, oral dialog, speech synthesis, speech coding, speaker and language recognition, spoken translation, etc.), written language processing (text retrieval, terminology extraction, message understanding, text alignment, machine translation, morphosyntactic tagging, parsing, semantic tagging, word sense disambiguation, text understanding, summarization, localization, etc.), evaluation of (multimedia) document retrieval and search systems (including detection, indexing, filtering, alert, question answering, etc), evaluation of multimodal systems, etc. Following a strategic meeting hold by the ELRA board on May 2001, it has been decided to officially extend ELRA activities towards evaluation. ELRA has been very active in several projects such as Aurora (now in its fourth release), Amaryllis, CLEF, Senseval. ELRA's evaluation activity will go beyond the present involvement in the above mentioned projects addressing all the issues related to the distribution of evaluation packages and should aim at being a self supporting activity. Such packages should comprise data (for training and testing), logistics, assessment tools, etc.  Evaluation should aim at area for which research is required (Dialog, MT, etc.) and for which partnerships should be established. 

ELRA recently added new resources to its catalog, in particular most of the telephony speech collections from SpeechDat-II, SpeechDat-E (eastern European Languages) projects, the US English SpeechDat-Car, an Italian Broadcast News Speech Corpus, large microphone-based speech databases of Greek and Farsi read material, etc. (http://www.elda.fr).

ELRA has also announced the organization of the third issue of the series of LREC conferences. LREC 2002 (Third International Conference on Language Resources and Evaluation) will take place in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria,  Canary Islands, Spain. The main conference is scheduled on 29-30-31 May 2002 and the satellite workshops on 27-28 May and 1-2 June 2002. LREC is organized by ELRA in cooperation with other Associations and Consortia. The conference will focus on two main issues that are considered particularly relevant: the availability of language resources and the methods for the evaluation of resources, technologies, products and applications (details: http://www.lrec-conf.org).

